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How about a memorial 
 service for a real hero? 

By:Mark Pfiefer  

We're hearing a lot today about big splashy 
memorial services. I want a nationwide 
memorial service for Darrell 
"Shifty" Powers. Shifty volun-
teered for the airborne in 
WWII and served with Easy 
Company of the 506th Para-
chute Infantry Regiment, 
part of the 101st Airborne.   
If you've seen Band of 
Brothers on HBO or the 
History Channel, you 
know Shifty. His charac-
ter appears in all 10 epi-
sodes, and Shifty himself 
is interviewed in several 
of them.   

I met Shifty in the Phil-
adelphia airport several years 
ago. I didn't know who he was 
at the time. I just saw an elderly 
gentleman having trouble  reading 
his ticket. I offered to help, assured him 
that he was at the  right gate, and noticed 
the "Screaming Eagle", the symbol of 
the 101st  Airborne, on his hat.   

Making conversation, I asked 
him if he'd been in the 101st 
Airborne or  if his son was 
serving. He said quietly that 
he had been in the 101st. I  
thanked him for his service, 
then asked him when he 
served, and how many 
jumps he made. Quietly 
and humbly, he said "Well, 
I guess I signed up in 1941 
or so, and was in until 
sometime in 1945 . . . " at 
which point my heart 
skipped. At that point, again, 
very humbly, he said "I made 
the 5 training jumps at Toc-
coa, and then jumped into Nor-
mandy . . . . do you know where 
Normandy is?" At this point my 
heart stopped.  I told him yes, I 
know exactly where Normandy was, 
and I know what D-Day was. At that 

point he said "I also made a second jump into Hol-
land , into Vechel." I was standing with a genuine war 
hero . . . . and then I realized  that it was June, just 
after the anniversary of D-Day. I asked Shifty if he 
was on his way back from France , and he said "Yes. 
And it's real sad because these days so few of the guys 

are left, and those that are, lots of them can't 
make the trip." My heart was in my throat 

and I didn't know what to say.  

I helped Shifty get onto the plane and 
then realized he was back in Coach, 
while I was in First Class. I sent the 
flight attendant back to get him 
and said that I wanted to switch 
seats. When Shifty came for-
ward, I got up out of the seat and 
told him I wanted him to have it, 
that I'd take his in coach. He said 
"No, son, you enjoy that seat. 
Just knowing that there are still 
some who remember what we did 

and still care is enough to make an 
old man very happy." His eyes 

were filling up as he said it.  

And mine are  brimming up now as I 
write this. Shifty died on June 17 after 

fighting cancer. There was no parade. No 
big event in Staples Center . No wall to wall 

back to back 24x7 news coverage. No weep-
ing fans on television. And that's not 

right. Let's give Shifty his own Me-
morial Service, online, in our own 

quiet way. Please forward this 
email to everyone you know. 
Especially to the veterans. Rest 
in peace, Shifty.  

"A nation without heroes is 
nothing."    

Roberto Clemente 
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Departed Shipmates 

The shipmates listed      
below are assumed to 

be deceased. 
Information comes 
from shipmates, the 
V.A . and relatives of 

the shipmate.  
 

This information is 
not  

Official  
Please advise of any 
errors or omissions 

TAPS 
 Gone the sun, 

 From the lakes, 
 From the hills 
 From the sky 
 All is well, 
 Safely rest, 
 God is nigh. 

 

Voluntary Dues 

Again, thank you to all shipmates that 
have sent dues and donations to the Asso-
ciation.  Without your support, it would be 
impossible to publish "The Rolling 
Stone", maintain the Website and have 
reunions.  Dues are $25.00 a year, are tax 
deductible, and are strictly voluntary .  
Dues are applied for one year (using date 
of check as beginning point, i.e. 9/01/09 
check applies dues until 9/01/10).  We 
recognize that not all are able to support 
the Association, but we welcome support 
from whomever is able.  Dues received to 
date for 2009 are listed below.  An aster-
isk designates dues paid for additional 
year(s).  If anyone has paid and your name 
is not listed, please accept our apology 
and contact Kay Goble at 6200 Emerald 
Pines Cir, Ft. Myers, FL 33966 
(239)768-1449 
or e-mail: sectreas@usswhetstone.net  

Please make checks payable to: 
USS Whetstone Association. 

Please use this list as your receipt. 

Due to the length of the deceased list of Due to the length of the deceased list of Due to the length of the deceased list of 
shipmates, we are now printing the com-shipmates, we are now printing the com-shipmates, we are now printing the com-
plete list in the January and July issues plete list in the January and July issues plete list in the January and July issues 
and advising of any additional names in and advising of any additional names in and advising of any additional names in 
the April and October issues.  We have the April and October issues.  We have the April and October issues.  We have 
not been advised of any one passing not been advised of any one passing not been advised of any one passing 
since the July newsletter.  All known since the July newsletter.  All known since the July newsletter.  All known 
Departed Shipmates are also listed on the Departed Shipmates are also listed on the Departed Shipmates are also listed on the 
Web site.Web site.Web site.   

T he 

Chaplainôs  

C or ner  

Did you know that the Navy Chap-
lain Corps began in 1775?  Today's 
Navy chaplains represent more than 
100 faith groups.  They provide reli-
gious support and counseling services 
to Sailors and Marines, Coast Guards-
men and Merchant Mariners during 
war and peacetime operations.  Being a 
Navy chaplain requires the clergy per-
son to take care of people in a specific 
faith group by performing services.  
Chaplains can be ministers, pastors, 
priest, rabbis or imams, but must be 
ordained and endorsed by their church-
es to serve in the military's Chaplain 
Corps. They are assigned to hospitals, 
ships, the Marine Corps and the Coast 
Guard.  We need to pray for our mili-
tary chaplains as they minister the gos-
pel to men and women serving our 
country. 
 
Sometimes I see a military funeral on 
the news.  I found that past naval and 
military customs are the basis for 
honors at funerals.  The customs and 
traditions of a military funeral include 
the following symbols. 
 
"The flag covering the casket symbol-
izes the deceased member's service in 
the Armed Forces of the United States. 

"The flag covering the casket sym-
bolizes the deceased member's service in 
the Armed Forces of the United States. 

"Taps are played to mark the begin-
ning of the last, long sleep and to ex-
press hope and confidence in the final 
reveille to come. 

"The three volleys tiered are in re-
spect for the deceased member's service 
to his or her country. 

"To imply that at death all persons 
are equal, the honorary pallbearers are 
placed in no order of rank. 

God has truly blessed us with dedi-
cated men and women that comfort 
those in times of need with the word of 
God and the love of Christ. 

Enjoy the beauty of God's creation  
this autumn season. 

Chaplain Marvin Watson 

(RM-3  -  1960-63) 

chaplain@usswhetstone.net 

Alleman, G. J. 
Alsleben, Keith 
Anderson, Robert* 
Arata, Sil* 
Beebe, Raymond 
Bell, Charles* 
Bisping, Neil A.* 
Blenkhorn, Charles 
Bogusch, W. C.* 
Bommer, David 

Boren, Ben 
Boswell, Robert G. 
Brameyer, George 
Brannigan, Chris 
Breedlove, James 
Brewer, Melvin 
Brillon, Paul* 
Brown, James E.* 
Buchanan, Kenneth* 
Caffey, Irby R. 

Caldwell, William 
Campbell, Hershel  
Carrell, Zane 
Carson, Cpt. Grant* 
Chidester, David 
Cickavage, Joseph* 
Coakley, Bill* 
Coldren, Wayne* 
Conover, J. W. 
Cox, Millard* 
Crawford, F. Slaton 
Crowder, Frank 
DeWalt, Gary 
Dinda, Gerald 
Doerr, Gary T. 
Dunn, Jim 
Durnil, Allen* 
Edney, Edward L. 
Edwards, Homer 
Edwards, Millard  
Engelken, Ralph 
Eshelman, Thomas 
Espointour, Maurice 
Finlayson, Leonard 
Finnes, Roger 
Flowerree, Robert 
Fry, Steve 
Fulghem, Richard* 
Goble, Marion 
Good, James R. 
Gordon, Eddie* 
Green, Kenneth 
Gross, Richard* 
Grubb, Jack* 
Hall, Charles* 
Halvorson, G. H. 
Hammons, Willis 
Harrison, Burlin 
Haynes, Earl 
Hitt, John W. 
Hockema, Ben* 
Hoover, Frederick 
Hyatt, Ray L.* 
Johnson, Merrill* 
Jones, Dale H. 
Julian, Frank 
Kiffmann, Helmet* 
Kirby, Joe 
Kircher, Vincent* 
Klebacher, Gene 
Leopold, Vincent 
Mackall, Terry L.* 
Maness, Jack 
Matsuyama, James 
McClellan, G. A. 
McCray, David 
McGavock, Bert 
McGrew, Joseph R. 
McManus, Peter 
McNitt, Russell* 
McQuillen, Tom* 
Meismer, J. C. 
Mezzanotti, Paul  
Mitchell, Burley* 
Moore, Lane 

Mulholland, Howard  
Nichelson, Joe 
Noffke, Henry A. 
Ogletree, Ronald* 
Oremus, Vern 
Pangrass, Sr., William 
Patterson, Capt. Peter 
Pearson, Ray 
Pierce, Charles* 
Pilgreen, Vince* 
Pineda, Jamie 
Pittman, Garnett L. 
Polk, James 
Posey, Billy 
Raymie, Jerry D.* 
Reed, George 
Reid, James P. 
Reinheimer, Theodore 
Richey, Albert D. 
Richter, Herbert B.* 
Rowe, Horace 
Sandrock, John 
Sandwisch, Larry* 
Savala, Manny* 
Savoie, Donald 
Scott, Ralph V. 
Seabaugh, Raymond* 
Seaton, Walter 
Shimmell, Thomas* 
Shrader, Daniel L. 
Skelley, Jr., Daniel 
Smith, Clinton* 
Smith, Don J. 
Stanford, Roy* 
Stergeos, James 
Stevens, William M. 
Stewart, Donald J. 
Stief, Bernard 
Sylvester, Kim C. 
Thomson, John "Jack" 
Throener, Larry* 
Tucker, George* 
Van Guilder, David* 
Vaughn, Joe 
Ward, Everett* 
Watson, Marvin* 
Weigt, Earl* 
White, David* 
Wiesemann, Donald 
Winslow, Leonard 
Wood, Gerald 
Wright, Paul* 
Yedowitz, Joe* 
Young, Robert 
Zdolsek, Martin 
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REUNION DATE AND HOTEL  
 

 THE USS WHETSTONE REUNION 
ASTORIA, OREGON 

will be held 
September 12, 2010ðSeptember 16, 2010 

Holiday Inn Express & Suites 
 

Larry Lonnon has been working on the reunion since we left 
Charleston in 2008.  The contract for the hotel has been signed, the 
tour company established and the caterers approved.  During our 
recent visit to Astoria, we met with Larry, the hotel manager, the 
tour company representatives and the caterer.  We established the 
date for the reunion and discussed tentative trips and events.  The 
reunion will begin on Sunday, September 12, 2010 and we will 
depart on Thursday, September 16, 2010.   
 
Astoria is a lovely small city on the Columbia River and we think it 
will be enjoyed by all that attend the reunion.  Astoria offers unique 
shops and restaurants, bicycle paths, a trolley and will give you an 
opportunity to sit back and relax.  There are numerous things to see 
and do in the area.  One such trip consists of the Lewis and Clark 
Museum, Fort Clatsop, Astoria Column, and the Columbia River 
Maritime Museum.   Another trip offered is the Tillamook Air Mu-
seum and Tillamook Cheese factory.  Other possibilities are Ever-
green Aviation & Space Museum, a guided fishing trip, golf outing, 
winery and shopping trip.    A special evening can be enjoyed at the 
Astoria Dinner Theater with the melodrama ñShanghaied in Asto-
ria.ò  There is something that will interest everyone.   
 
The drive to Astoria from Portland is beautiful, whether you choose 
the drive through the forests or the drive along the Columbia River.  
Our personal preference was the drive along the Columbia River.   
In the event you are unable to drive, there is a commuter airline (8 
passenger plane) that can be arranged.  Another possibility is that 
we can schedule a coach to pick up people at the Portland airport if 
there is enough interest.  Further details will be forthcoming.   
 
Larry wants to share Astoria with you and is asking all to give As-
toria a chance to show what a great place it is.  Regardless of the 
trips, etc., the reunion offers an opportunity to meet with shipmates 
you have not seen for possibly years or meet up again with those 
you have met at previous reunions.   
 
We hope you will consider the Astoria reunion in 2010! 

Opened in May 2004, the Holiday Inn Express Hotel & 
Suites is an attractive 78-room riverfront hotel.  Spacious, 
contemporary, elegantly decorated rooms and suites offer a 
magnificent panoramic view of the mighty Columbia River 
or hillside city views.   
 
The hotel offers a unique breakfast experience at the Express 
Start Breakfast Bar featuring fresh fruits, juices, cereals, 
breads/pastries, yogurts, hardboiled eggs, freshly baked cin-
namon rolls and hot foods.  Take an invigorating swim in the  
indoor heated pool, luxuriate in the whirlpool or recharge 
your body in the well-equipped fitness room.   
 
Enjoy pet designated guestrooms, ($15.00/per night), river-
front green space and lawns for walks and delicious dog 
treats upon your arrival.  
 
All guestrooms are fully equipped with an impressive array 
of amenities:  Air conditioning, Refrigerator, Microwave, 27 
inch TV/DVD Player, Coffeemaker, Hair Dryer, Ironing 
Board and Iron, High-Speed Internet Access, Direct-Dial 
Phone with Dataport and Voice Mail, Free Local and 800 
Number Access Calls.   
 
There are 15 city-view rooms available which accommodate 
1ð2 people (2 queen sized beds or king bed) and are priced 
at $119.00 per night.  The remaining 63 rooms which are 
river-view accommodate 1ð4 people and are priced at 
$139.00 per night.  2-Room Suites which accommodate up to 
6 people are available at an additional cost.     
 
When you make reservations, call 888-898-6222 and use the 
name U.S.S. Whetstone Reunion so you receive the spe-
cial rate.  You may begin making reservations October 1, 
2009.  Remember there are only 15 rooms available at the 
$119.00 rate.  All individual guestroom reservations must be 
guaranteed.  For guarantee of an individual reservation, the 
hotel will accept an advance deposit (by cash, certified 
check, cashierôs check or money order) or acceptable credit 
card number with valid expiration date at time of reservation. 
   
RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BY AUGUST 12, 
2010.  Otherwise, room rates will revert to normal rates. 
 

MAKE PLANS NOW TO ATTEND THE USS WHET-
STONE REUNION IN ASTORIA OREGON.  
YOU ARE GUARANTEED A GREAT TIME! 

 
Holiday Inn Express Hotels 

and Suites 
 

204 West Marine Drive 
Astoria, Oregon 97103 

 
Reservations: 
888-898-6222 

www.astoriahie.com 

Astoria Column 

Sport Fishing 

Maritime Museum 

Flavel 
House 

Shanghaied in 
Astoria 

Watching Ships 



Page 4 

Another HeroðGone 
Two-time Navy Cross Recipient Dies 

Marine Corps Capt. Kenneth Reusser and his wing-
man were flying a mission in the Pacific region during 
World War II when they came upon a Japanese surveil-
lance plane. 

The cold air had frozen the fightersô guns, so Reusser 
tipped his F4U-4 Corsair toward the aircraft, allowing his 
wingman to rake his propeller across the planeôs tail. The 
move downed the enemy plane and would have been a 
heroic highlight of any military career. But it was just a 
start for Reusser. 

Known as one of the most decorated Marine Corps 
aviators ever, he died June 20 of natural causes at age 89 
in Oregon. 

Reusser was awarded 59 medals during his career, 
including two Navy Crosses, four Purple Hearts and two 
Legions of Merit. He retired from the service a colonel, 
The Associated Press and Oregon media reported. 

He was shot down five times during 259 combat mis-
sions in World War II, the Korean War and Vietnam ð at 
least once in each conflict. 

In 1950, Reusser led an attack on a North Korean 
factory. Despite heavy anti-aircraft fire, he dipped down to 
window level of the facility and saw that it was being used 
to repair enemy tanks, according to the citation for his 
second Navy Cross. 

He flew to his aircraft carrier to re-arm with rockets 
and napalm and then returned to destroy the facility, again 
braving the anti-aircraft fire. 

Reusserôs plane had been damaged and his heavy 
ordnance was gone, but before returning from the mission, 
he flew low and pumped his machine guns into a North 
Korean oil tanker, the citation said. 

The tanker exploded, knocking his plane momentarily 
out of control, but he managed to right it and return to the 
carrier. 

In Vietnam, Reusser flew helicopters and was leading 
a rescue mission when his Huey was shot down. He was 
badly wounded and needed skin grafts over 35 percent of 
his burned body, the AP reported. 

Reusser lived in the Portland suburb of Milwaukie. 
He was born Jan. 27, 1920, the son of a minister, and 
raced motorcycles to help pay for college and earn a pi-
lotôs license before WWII. 

After retiring from the Marine Corps, he worked for 
Lockheed Aircraft and the Piasecki Helicopter Corp. and 
was active in veterans groups. 

Greetings from  
Your President 

To all you old salts the time is here to start giving serious 
thought to the reunion in Astoria. By the time this newsletter 
reaches you the date will have been set, and we will be under a 
year to go before seeing each others smiling faces again. I think 
we can consider ourselves Short Timers. So what did we do many 
years ago when we sailed the ocean blue with little time to do  on 
a four year hitch? That's correct, the memory isn't failing as you 
thought it was. It was time to hang the short timers chain from the 
ring of keys that hung of off our back belt loop. Twelve links to 
the chain, one link a month was removed, the remaining links 
indicating how many months left to do. 

 So let us all start the countdown and the hype until we meet 
in Beautiful Down Town Astoria. Kay, Marion, Gene and Berna-
dette are meeting with Larry Lonnon in Astoria as I write. You 
can count on them to put a very exciting reunion together. Larry 
put a fantastic presentation before us at the last reunion, and you 
just know he will come through like a dedicated lifer. Those that 
have attended before are looking forward to renewing old friend-
ships that started on the good ship Whetstone. Hope to see you 
there. 

 Itôs been forty seven years since hanging up my white hat, 
and I am still looking for the keys to the Sea Chest. I also haven't 
been able to locate a Bulk Head Stretcher. 

 God Bless and Support Our Troops                                                                                 
Bill Coakley  

USN 1958-1962 
president@usswhetstone.net 

Pearl Harbor, Hickam to be Joint Base 

 

HONOLULU -- Pearl Harbor and Hickam Air Force Base next 
door are due to become a single installation next year as the military 
strives to become more efficient. 

The military said Wednesday that Pentagon, Navy and Air 
Force officials recently signed an agreement finalizing the long-
planned move. 

The transition to Pearl Harbor-Hickam is due to begin in Janu-
ary. By October 2010, the bases will be united. 

The bases are among 26 installations across the country that are 
being combined into 12 joint bases. They were singled out for con-
solidation in 2005 during the military's Base Realignment and Clo-
sure process. 

In Alaska, Elmendorf Air Force Base is to merge with the 
Army's Fort Richardson. In Washington state, Fort Lewis and 
McChord Air Force Base will join forces. 

Naval Station Pearl Harbor commander Capt. Richard W. Kitch-
ens is due to lead the combined Pearl Harbor-Hickam base. His dep-
uty is expected to be Col. Charles Baumgardner, the current com-
mander of Hickam's 15th Mission Support Group, 15th Airlift Wing. 

Kitchens said the military hasn't identified any positions that 

(See Pearl Harbot on page 7) 

After buying her kids a pet hamster, after they 
PROMISED they would take care of it, Mom, as usual, 
ended up with the responsibility. One evening, exasperat-
ed, she asked them, "How many times do you think that 
hamster would have died if I hadn't looked after it?" 

After a moment, her youngest 5 year old son replied 
quizzically, "Um.... Once?"  
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Safety Tip (by David Vydra) 

John,   This may or may not be something we have already used.  But, I recently received it from my brother.    As you read 
this, imagine that you heard a ding, ding, ding, from the teletype printer and that the paper is yellow teletype stock. 

EMERGENCY // EMERGENCY //  EMERGENCY 

P 011503Z NOVEMBER 03 PSN 740648J31 FM COMNAVSURFORCE SAN DIEGO CA//N001// TO COMPHIBPAC 
SAN DIEGO CA//N35// COMPHIBGRU NAS KEY WEST FL//90// NAS BRUNSWICK ME//60// NAS KEFLAVIK IC//70// 
NAS KEFLAVIK IC//50// CINCLANTFLT NORFOLK VA//N11// CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI// N1/N21/N11// AL-
NAVSURFPAC ALNAVSURFLANT VAIRWARCENWPNDIV PT MUGU CA// 

311200E/31410E// NAVORDSAFSECACT INDIAN HEAD MD//N2// NAVORDSAFSECACT ESSOLANT NORFOLK 
VA//N712A// NAMTRAGRU PENSACOLA FL//2206// USSTRATCOM OFFUTT AFB NE//J416// 

BT CLASSIFIED 

SUBJ/ SAFE WORK PRACTICES IN POTENTIALLY FLAMMABLE ATMOSPHERES// MSGID/GENADMIN/CNSF/-/
MAY//  

RMKS/ 

1. A PETTY OFFICER WAS TREATED AT A MILITARY TREATMENT FACILITY (MTF) AFTER COMPLAINING OF 
SHORTNESS OF BREATH AFTER WORKING IN AN ENCLOSED WORKSPACE WITH SEVERAL OTHER PERSONNEL. 
THE DINING FACILITY HAD SERVED A MEXICAN MEAL FOR LUNCH,CAUSING SUSPECTED HIGH METHANE 
AND SULFITE LEVELS IN THE ATMOSPHERE FROM THE CREW'S FLATULENCE. 

2. MANY NAVY PERSONNEL WORK IN FACILITIES AND ON SHIPS WHERE FLATULENCE MAY EXIST, 
AND,DUE TO MISSION URGENCY, ARE NOT ABLE TO IMMEDIATELY VACATE THE SPACE SHOULD THE AIR BE-
COME FOUL. THIS MISHAP SERVES AS A STRONG REMINDER THAT THE EXPRESSION OF FLATULENCE CAN BE 
EXTREMELY DANGEROUS IN THESE AREAS, UNLESS THEY ARE SPECIFICALLY LISTED AS INTRINSICALLY 
SAFE. THE NAVY HAS DEVELOPED THE FOLLOWING SAFE WORK PRACTICE TO ADDRESS THIS PROBLEM.  EF-
FECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, THE PRACTICE OF EXPELLING FLATULENCE, COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS 
"FARTING," "BREAKING WIND," OR "PASSING GAS," IS PROHIBITED ABOARD ALL NAVAL SHIPS, BOATS, VEHI-
CLES, AIRCRAFT, AND SHORE INSTALLATIONS. 

3. THIS REGULATION APPLIES NOT ONLY TO AUDIBLE FLATULENCE, OR INCIDENTS THAT ARE CLAIMED 
BY THEIR PERPETRATOR, BUT ALSO TO COVERT EVENTS SUCH AS "DEADLY WHISPERS," "CHEEK SNEAKERS," 
"AIR DUSTINGS." 

4. UNAUTHORIZED EXPULSION OF FLATULENCE IS TO BE PUNISHED UNDER THE UCMJ. "HE WHO SMELT IT 
DEALT IT" IS CONSIDERED SUFFICIENT BASIS FOR PROSECUTION. "I DIDN'T KNOW IT WAS GOING TO STINK" 
OR "I ATE AT THE GALLEY" IS NOT TO BE ACCEPTED AS AN EXCUSE FOR FAILURE TO CONTROL ONESELF. 

5. COMMANDS ARE INSTRUCTED TO ENSURE KNOWN GAS PRODUCING FOODS ARE AVOIDED AT THE DIN-
ING FACILITIES. MEXICAN THEMED MEALS, NAVY OR BAKED BEANS, CHILI, CABBAGE, AND EGG SALAD ARE 
NO LONGER AUTHORIZED MENU ITEMS. 

6. THE LIGHTING OF FLATULENCE WITH ANY TYPE OF OPEN FLAME IS STILL PROHIBITED. 

// 

NNNN 

Where were these guys when I was in? 

I had some pretty grody bilge diving  shoes, but it was best I didnôt wear them out of the Port Fireroom.  My lowest rating 
was always in ñAppearanceò and my shoes were responsible for most of that rating.  Some guys could put a spectacular ñspit 
shineò on a pair of shoes.  It was about all I could do to make them black. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Ohio - Stain resistant, low maintenance boot prototypes will soon be tested 
by Airmen at Luke Air Force Base, Ariz. 

"This boot is expected to be a solution for low-maintenance footwear that upholds a professional military image no matter 
the environment," said 1st Lt. Ashley Hawkes, the airman battle uniform program manager at the Air Force Uniform Office 
here. 

"The current boot turns black when exposed to chemicals, such as those associated with flightline operations," the lieuten-
ant said. 

The prototype selected will be low-maintenance and resistant to staining from harsh chemicals, oils, and fuels. Mainte-
nance is expected to be limited to wiping with a damp cloth. 
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Letter from a Granddad 
Did this letter actually get written and mailed? I don't know, but I definitely know that if it wasn't, it should have been; and 

millions of times to millions of grandchildren. Sometimes, life just gets tedious. 

John is 63 years old and owns his own business. He is a life-long Republican and sees his dream of retiring next year is now 
all but gone. With the stock market crashing and all the new taxes coming his way, John knows he will be working for a good 
number more years. 

John has a Granddaughter. Ashley is a recent college grad. She drives a late model car, wears all the latest fashions, and also 
likes going out and eating out a lot. Ashley campaigned hard for Obama, and after he won the election she made sure her Grand-
father (and all other Republican family members) received more than an earful on how the world is going to be a much better 
place now that Obama won the election. 

Ashley recently found herself short of cash and cannot pay her bills, again. As she has done many other times in the past, she 
e-mailed her Grandfather asking for some financial help. Here is his reply: 

Sweetheart, 

I am replying to your request for more money. Ashley, you know I love you dearly and am sympathetic to your financial 
plight . Unfortunately, times have changed. With the election of President Obama, your Grandmother and I have had to set forth a 
bold new economic plan of our own....the 'Ashley Economic Plan'. Let me explain. Your grandmother and I are highly produc-
tive, wage-earning tax payers. As you know, we have lived a comfortable life and in return have forgone many things like fancy 
vacations, luxury cars, etc. We have worked hard and were looking forward to retiring soon. But this plan has changed. Your 
president is significantly raising our personal and business taxes. He says it is so he can give our hard earned money to other peo-
ple. Do you know what this means, Ashley? It means less income for us. Less income means we must cut back on many business 
and personal expenditures. One example is, we were forced to let go of our receptionist today. You know her. She always gave 
you candy when you visited my office. Did you know she worked for us for the past 18 years? I can't afford her anymore. 

That is a taste of the business side.. Some personal economic affects of Obama's new taxation policies include none other 
than you. You know very well that over the years your grandmother and I have given you thousands of dollars in cash, tuition 
assistance, food, housing, clothing, gifts, etc., etc. By your vote, you have chosen another family over ours for help. Judging from 
your Email requesting more money, I recommend you call 202-456-1111. That is the direct telephone number for the White 
House. You yourself repeatedly told me I was foolish voting Republican. You said Mr. Obama is going to be the people's presi-
dent and is going to help every American live a better life. Based upon everything you have told me and things we heard from 
him as he campaigned, I am sure Mr. Obama will be happy to send a check or transfer money into your checking account. Have 
him call me for the transaction and account numbers, which by now I know by heart. 

Perhaps you now can understand what I have been saying for all my life: those who vote for the president should consider 
what the impact of an election will be on the nation as a whole, and not just be concerned with what they can get for themselves 
(welfare, etc.). What Obama voters don't seem to realize is all of the "government's" money he is 'redistributing' to illegal aliens 
and non-taxpaying Americans (deemed "less fortunate") comes from tax money collected from income tax-paying families. Re-
member how you told me, "Only the richest of the rich will be affected"? Guess what, honey? Because of our business, your 
Grandmother and I are now considered to be the richest of the rich. On paper, it might look that way. But in the real world, we 
are far from it. But, as you said while campaigning for Obama, some people will have to carry more of the burden so all of Amer-
ica can prosper. You understand what that means, right? It means that raising taxes on productive people results in them having 
less money. Less money for everything, including granddaughters. 

Congratulations on your choice for "change". For future reference, I encourage you to attempt to add up the total value of the 
gifts and money you've received from us over the years, and compare it to what you expect to get over the next four years from 
Mr. Obama. 

Remember, we love you dearly... but from now on you'll need to call the number referenced above when you need help. 

Good luck, sweetheart. Love, Grampa. 

PS: How was your recent trip to Jamaica?  I have never been there but I hear it is lovely this time of year. 

A failure to communicate! 

As a group of sailors stood in formation on a  
ship, the Chief said, "All right! All you idiots fall 
out." 

As the rest of the division wandered away, one 
sailor remained at attention. The Chief walked over 
until he was eye-to-eye with him, and then raised a 
single eyebrow. The sailor smiled and said, "Sure 
was a lot of 'em, huh, Chief?" 

Depression 
 

I was so depressed last night thinking about the economy, the  wars, medi-
care going broke, no retirement credit,  my golf game, etc... 
 
I called Lifeline.      
Got a call center in Pakistan.      
I  told them I was suicidal.     
They  got all excited and asked if I could drive a truck...           
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WWII Women Pilots to Receive Medals 
WASHINGTON -- The first women to fly U.S. military 

aircraft will be given gold medals to honor their service to the 
country under a bill signed Wednesday by President Obama. 

About 300 of the 1,000 or so women who were members of 
the World War II-era Women Airforce Service Pilots -- WASPs 
for short -- are still alive to receive their Congressional Gold 
Medals. The rest will go to the pilots' families. 

Created during World War II, the all-women unit's primary 
mission was flying non-combat military missions in the United 
States to free up their male counterparts for combat. They flew 
virtually every type of U.S. military aircraft that existed at the 
time. 

"The Women Airforce 
Service Pilots courageously 
answered their country's call 
in a time of need while blaz-
ing a trail for the brave wom-
en who have given and contin-
ue to give so much in service 
to this nation since," Obama 
said at the bill signing. "Every 
American should be grateful 
for their service, and I am honored to sign this bill to finally 
give them some of the hard-earned recognition they deserve." 

Thirty-eight of the WASP pilots died while performing 
their missions. But it wasn't until 1977 the WASPs were afford-
ed veteran status. 

Joining Obama at the signing was Rep. Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen, R-Fla., who helped shepherd the bill through Con-
gress, three WASP members -- Elaine Danforth Harmon, Lor-
raine H. Rodgers and Bernice Falk Haydu -- and five female 
active duty U.S. Air Force pilots.  

would be cut after the merger. 

"Instant budget cuts and elimination of jobs are not 
the goals of this process," he said in a statement. 

Mission readiness will guide the merger, along with 
supporting service members and their families, he said. 

Officials will only start looking for ways to save 
money once they're sure they're following these guiding 
principles. 

"Colonel Tuck and I, along with our staffs, are going 
about this very carefully, constantly with the mission in 
mind," Kitchens said, referring to Col. Giovanni Tuck, 
the current commander of the 15th Airlift Wing. 

(Pearl Harbor from page 4) 

10% off at Loweôs Homecenter 

The other day while looking at the ad in the newspaper 
from Loweôs.  I noticed they were offering 10% off for active 
duty military personnel.  For once I read the fine print.  It said 
something like Active Duty, retired, service with a honorable 
discharge, é.  Wait!  Thatôs me! 

I looked through my Navy papers and found a laminated 
billfold card I had been issued.  It was a form DD-217N, and it 
said I had served honorably from Mar 1960 to Feb 1964. 

I took it by the store and asked if this was proof enough?  
ñSureò they said. 

Iôve used it a couple of times since.  I passed this tip on to 
a friend of mine and he saved $60.00 in one purchase. 

I also had been issued a billfold size copy of my DD-214, 
but it is darn hard to read.  They might take that, but they 
would have to have good eyesight.  My friend took his full size 
DD-214 and it worked. 

A dog is truly a man's best friend. If you don't believe it, just 
try this experiment. Put your dog and your wife in the trunk of 
the car for an hour.  
When you open the trunk, who is really happy to see you?  

Miss Sally Edwards is a highly esteemed third  grade 
teacher at Jacksboro Elementary. 
 
In an effort to prepare her students for the all-important 
TAKS test, she compiled an exam consisting of 20 ques-
tions, which she administered to her class last Tuesday. 
The exam purposely covered a broad array of topics. 
I call your attention to question # 11,which simply read: 
 
LIST, IN ANY ORDER, THE FOUR SEASONS: 
1. ________  2. ________ 3.________  4. ________ 
 
Now, could you possibly imagine that 67% 
of the students gave the following answer?                                  
1. DOVE SEASON    2. DEER SEASON 
3. DUCK SEASON    4.  TURKEY SEASON  


